
WINDJAMMERS 48th ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Jim Roytz, WJU #3800, Convention Host 

 
The 48th Annual Windjammers Convention is right around the corner, and plans are now being finalized 
to make this year’s convention a fun and rewarding experience for all.  This year’s convention will be 
held once again at the Courtyard Marriott in Bradenton, Florida, one of the few hotels in the 
Sarasota/Bradenton area capable of meeting our needs.  The dates for the convention will begin on 
Tuesday, January 14, 2020 and run through Sunday, January 19, 2020.  Registration will be Tuesday 
evening in the Rio Vista Ballroom where members will pick up their information packets and enjoy 
fellowship with other members old and new. 
 
Although not part of our convention, there will be the annual Ring of Fame Ceremony held on St. 
Armands Circle, Sarasota, Florida 34236 on Sunday, January 12, 2020.  As was the case last year, many 
members opted to come in a few days early to participate in the band to provide a pre-ceremony 
concert and musical interludes during the ceremony honoring circus folks and acts being inducted into 
the Ring of Fame.  Audience for this event is usually quite large as many circus performers are in 
attendance and show much appreciation for the music we provide.   
 
The official fun begins with our first rehearsal/recording session on Wednesday morning at 9:00 AM.  A 
detailed rehearsal and performance schedule will be forthcoming with registration forms to be sent out 
in late October.  As has been the case the past two years, a room request form will be sent with your 
convention registration forms.  The completed forms will be sent directly to me with your registration 
forms.  Please make sure to comply with the deadline to return your registration forms!  The deadline is 
December 1, 2019!  It would be most helpful to send your registration forms to me well before the 
deadline.   
 
GOOD NEWS!  We will be having our Saturday afternoon concert back on the Ringling Museum 
Property.  Our concert will be held at the waterfront mansion, Ca’ d’Zan, of John Ringling rather than in 
the museum courtyard.  I have met with the Education Department at the Ringling Museum, and they 
are excited to have us return.  They will provide chairs, a PA system, and publicity for our Saturday 
afternoon concert.  All WJU convention registered participants will be provided free admission to the 
Ringling property by displaying their convention badge.  After our Saturday afternoon concert we will 
once again congregate at The Manasota Memorial Gardens at the site of Merle Evans interment for our 
traditional memorial service honoring WJU members who have left us this past year.  The evening will 
culminate with our annual banquet in the Rio Vista Room followed by listening and dancing to our own 
WJU Dance Band in the River Palm Room. 
 
Sunday morning we will enjoy a breakfast buffet followed by our annual business meeting.  Sunday 
afternoon we will congregate at the newly remodeled Sailor Circus Arena located at 2075 Bahia Vista 
Street, Sarasota, Florida 34239 for our Center Ring Concert followed by a performance of the 
outstanding youth of the Sailor Circus.  WJU will provide a smaller circus band to accompany the acts.  
Diane and I attended a performance of the Sailor Circus this past spring, and the performance and 
improvements to the arena were simply spectacular!  You are truly going to enjoy this event and venue! 
 
Again, registration forms for the convention will be mailed out in late October and will also be available 
on our web site’s EVENTS (www.circusmusic.org).  We look forward to seeing you in January! 
 

http://www.circusmusic.org/

